
The Chapel Hill Carrboro branch of 
the NAACP congratulates our 2021 
Scholarship Award Recipients!



Elvira Diouf

Hello! My name is Elvira Diouf. I am a senior at 
Carrboro High School! I will be attending North 
Carolina Central University in the fall of 2021, 
where I plan to major in public health. After 
graduation, I plan to attend graduate school to 
specialize in epidemiology. The NAACP 
scholarship will help me by easing my financial 
burden, which will allow me to focus more on the 
most important aspect of school: learning. It will 
also help me to become more involved in 
activism by allowing me to be more selective in 
how I spend my free time, which will be mainly 
spent volunteering with activist groups like the 
NAACP, Living legends, and potential volunteer 
groups at NCCU.



Ethan Taylor
My name is Ethan Taylor. I am graduating from East Chapel Hill High 
School, and I will be attending the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte, where I will declare a major in Architecture. I am so grateful for 
this scholarship; without it, I would have to spend many hours working to 
pay my cost of attendance. With this financial aid, however, I will be given 
more time to focus on my rigorous architectural coursework. I will also 
have the time to start an internship early in my college career, to get 
hands-on experience in the workforce and be better prepared for 
employment after college.

In addition, I will have more time to contribute towards multicultural, 
anti-racist, and benevolent organizations at my university. I aim to 
participate in and start the difficult discussions that come with addressing 
racial and socioeconomic inequity. I aim to organize clothing, book, food, 
and hygiene drives on my campus to give back to the needy and 
homeless communities nearby, to alleviate the conditions of the 
impoverished. And, I aim to spread awareness to multicultural events, 
such as open mics or guest speaker presentations, so that more people 
would see the good in those who are regularly marginalized and 
stereotyped by the media.

Overall, my goal is to make all minorities and economically disadvantaged 
people feel valued in this world of bigotry and hate. Your scholarship will 
help me realize this goal, as well as my success as an architecture 
student. Thank you again for this award.



Kaelyn Elien

Hello! My name is Kaelyn Elien. I am a graduating Senior from 
Chapel Hill High School. I plan to attend Elon University in the 
fall where I will study Broadcast Journalism with a minor in 
Dance. As an NAACP Scholarship recipient, the scholarship 
will assist with my academic endeavors as I plan to learn how 
to take journalistic principles and highlight black and other 
minority voices. We often see BIPOC stories, culture, and 
more being suppressed in the media — I hope to change that.



Heri Ongechi
Hi, my name is Heri Ongechi, and I am a senior at Carrboro High 
School. In the fall, I will be attending the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, with tentative plans to study economics and business. 
I love how these fields combine ideas and concepts from a wide 
variety of academic concentrations, and I believe studying these two 
subjects will broaden my worldview and prepare me to have a true 
impact on my community. Post-collegiately, I am interested in 
becoming an entrepreneur and business owner, and would love to 
start a foundation dedicated to helping underprivileged youth. I am 
very passionate about issues such as injustice and inequality, and 
would like to engage with these issues in college and throughout my 
career. 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the NAACP 
scholarship for the support they have offered me as I embark on my 
college career. College is expensive, and cost and finances were 
major considerations for me as I made my college decision. 
Additionally, as an individual with ambitious career and philanthropic 
aspirations, graduating debt free is essential for me to be able to 
truly pursue those goals. This scholarship will play a huge role in 
allowing me to focus fully on receiving a quality education that will 
provide me with the tools and resources to make a positive impact 
on my community. 



Kameron Walker

Hello, my name is Kameron Walker and currently I attend 
Chapel Hill Senior High School. I will be furthering my 
education at Norfolk State University in the fall, majoring 
in Business with a concentration in management. I aspire 
to become an entrepreneur, creating my own sports 
store/complex. I am thankful for the opportunity to 
receive the NAACP scholarship as this scholarship will 
assist my family and I with tuition assistance and fees, to 
include books and housing, thus allowing me time to join 
and participate in campus-wide programs and 
organizations that promote social justice, equity and 
human rights. By furthering my education at an 
Historically Black Institution, it will afford me the 
opportunity to continue learning, supporting and 
participating in organizations that enhance social justice 
everyday.  



Miles Charles
Miles Charles is a Senior at East Chapel Hill High School. At 
East, Miles initiated a Leadership Council for Students of Color 
with the support of Principal, Kenneth Proulx and District Equity 
Coordinator, Tiffany Boston. He started this advisory council to 
bring the voices of students of color to the table to inform policies 
and programs that affect them in the school.  He was also an 
active member of the youth NAACP and led the local chapter of 
the national campaign on Counselors not Cops. This campaign 
challenges the practice of having school resource officers placed 
in schools and advocates for alternative restorative justice 
approaches. He was nominated to serve on a CHCCS 
district-wide committee to examine the practice of having school 
resource officers in the CHCCS school system. 

Miles has also been swimming competitively for 11 years and is a 
member of the North Carolina Aquatic Club. He will attend 
Davidson College in the Fall and he will continue swimming as a 
member of the Davidson men’s swim team. At Davidson he plans 
to major in Public Policy. He is interested in examining how 
economic, social and educational policies have functioned to 
keep communities of color separate and unequal. He wants a 
career where he can work either through direct service or through 
policy to serve underrepresented and marginalized communities.


